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News Briefs
By Kyle Kamischke
Net neutrality 
given new life
And the word of 
the year is...?
NBA switches it up
Friday
Hi Winds, Light Rain 47 Hi / 40 Lo
Saturday
Mostly Cloudy 40 Hi / 33 Lo
Sunday
Snow Shower 36 Hi / 30 Lo
Provided by www.weather.com
Weather for St. Petersburg, Russia
Weather
A bill proposed by Senator Ted Stevens 
(R-AK) that would split the Internet into a 
two tier system has now died due to the 
end of the 109th Congress. Stevens is best 
known for calling the Internet a “series of 
tubes” and not having any grip on tech-
nology. His bill would have updated the 
country’s 1996 Telecommunications Act, 
which would have given favor to large 
communications providers such as Ve-
rizon and AT&T. Many opponents of the 
bill are happy with this result, especially 
SavetheInternet.com, which remarks that 
it thinks network neutrality is now in the 
care of “what appears to be a more Web-
friendly Congress.” Only time will tell if 
net neutrality will be protected by law.
According to the dictionary publisher 
Merriam-Webster, the word that best 
summed up 2006 is “Truthiness.” The 
word was determined by an online sur-
vey administered by the publisher. Ste-
phen Colbert of the television show The 
Colbert Report is credited with creating 
the word and he defines it as “truth that 
comes from the gut, not books.” Colbert 
was very delighted with the announce-
ment according to The Associated Press. 
Other words that made the top ten were 
“war,” “corruption,” “insurgent,” and “sec-
tarian.” Colbert’s “truthiness” beat out 
all the other words by a 5-to-1 margin.
Three months ago, the NBA made a con-
troversial decision to switch to using a syn-
thetic composite basketball made by Spald-
ing. On January 1, the NBA will reverse the 
decision and switch back to using a leather 
ball. The change is most likely due to the 
response of many basketball players. Many 
players didn’t like the way it felt and some 
even reported getting cuts on their finger-
tips due to the ball having a “high-friction 
cover.” Now the NBA is gauging how many 
remaining leather balls it has in store for 
players to use. It is attempting to get a play-
able supply to teams by the end of the year. 
SWE explores engineering
Campus philanthropy booming
The A-Team is collecting canned or non-per-
ishable items for the Bethany House.  Boxes are 
placed in department offices and around cam-
pus.  Donations will be picked up this afternoon.
SWE’s upcoming events are the Girl Scout Engineering Patch Days.  This 
project brings girl scouts from fourth to sixth grade age from around the 
Wabash Valley to campus to learn about science and engineering.  The 
project started when SWE girls realized that the requirements for the 
Girl Scout badges were not, in their opinion, a sufficient exposure to 
science and engineering.  The girl scouts spend a Saturday morning on 
campus, participating in 7 different hands-on science/engineering labs 
and presentations run by SWE volunteers.  This year’s events will occur 
on January 13, 2007 and again on March 10, 2007.  Students can help 
by donating soda bottle caps and unwanted Christmas light strands. 
The National Society of Black Engineers (NSBE) is 
starting a tutoring program this week with SHPE 
and SWE. NSBE will be tutoring on Wednesdays 
from 6:00pm - 8:00pm at the Charles T. Hyte 
Center. NSBE will continue the project through-
out the rest of the school year. To sign up to tu-
tor, contact Shaina Steward, NSBE President.
Rose-Hulman students will be assembling this year’s bicycles 
during the Bicycle Assembly Day on Dec. 16 (a Saturday), from 
8:30 a.m. to noon in the Facilities Operations Center.  Bicycles 
will also be presented by Exchange Clubs in Ellettsville, Spen-
cer, Bloomington and Indianapolis -- about 400 bikes in total.
Top left and top center:  High school women work on an egg protector during SWE’s Exploring 
Engineering Day.  Top Right:  Kate Pippin helps a visiting student with her project.  Bottom: 
Women from area high schools watch as their egg protection devices are put to the test.
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Exchange ClubBikes for Tykes
Admissions Office
Bethany House
Chi Omega
Clothe a Child
Society of 
Women Engineers
Girl Scout Engineering Patch Days
National Society of 
Black EngineersTutoring
Delta Delta DeltaCandy Grams
This Saturday at 5:30 a.m. at the Wal-Mart on 
SR 41 Chi Omega will be assisting underprivi-
leged children as they choose clothing for the 
winter.  The kids will be allowed to select a new 
pair of jeans, a shirt, socks, underwear, and a 
new winter coat.  The funds for the shopping 
spree are provided by a charity in Terre Haute. 
Chi Omega welcomes non-members to attend.
Delta Delta Delta is selling candy grams to members of the Rose-Hul-
man community to raise money to support Family in Need from Mun-
cie, IN.  One candy gram costs $0.50 while five candy grams can be pur-
chased for $2.00.  The messages can be bought in the Moench Commons 
between second and eighth hour.  The sale of candy grams ends today.
Fred Webber
Staff Writer
Last Thursday and Friday, Rose-Hulman’s chapter of the Society of Women 
Engineers (SWE) held its an-
nual Women Exploring Engi-
neering program. The event, 
which ran from Thursday eve-
ning until Friday Afternoon, 
introduced forty-seven high 
school senior women to Rose-
Hulman and engineering in 
general. Each of the attend-
ees has either applied or been 
accepted to Rose-Hulman.
Events included lectures in 
Biomedical Engineering and 
Chemical Engineering, dis-
section of electric appliances 
such as printers and blend-
ers, and tours of Mechani-
cal and Civil Engineering 
labs. Visiting students stayed 
overnight in residence halls 
with current Rose students.
Associate Director of Admis-
sions Lisa Norton explained 
that the event was run pri-
marily by Rose students Nata-
lie Dickman and Kate Pippins. 
Continued on Page 3...
Chris Casillas
Staff Writer
•Bikes For Tykes’ Bicycle 
Assembly Day, 8:30 a.m., 
Facilities Office
•Women’s Basketball, 
Rose-Hulman Invi-
tational, 1:00 p.m., 
Hulbert Arena
??????? ????????????? The Rose Thorn
North student needs pre-calculus tutor.  243-0230 or 243-
3911.
Tutor Needed
Classifieds
Very nice, large house for rent to Rose students 10-15 minutes 
from campus.  2  bedrooms plus full bath upstairs.  2 bed-
rooms plus full bath downstairs.   Large kitchen, DR, LR with 
fireplace.   Large rec room, attached 2 car garage.  Washer and 
dryer.   $250/ student plus utilities.    Landlord pays water and 
sewer.  Ext 8317 or 240-4774
Large house for rent
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Now renting for 2007-2008 school year.  Convenient and af-
fordable housing.  Some availability now.  Sharp Flats East is 
just a short walk from Rose with efficiencies, studios, and one 
bedroom units and short-term leases.  Our downtown proper-
ties are located on or near 6th St., and feature 1-9 bedroom 
units. Check us out at www.sharpflats.com. (812) 877-1146. 
sharpflats@excite.com.
Sharp Flats, LLC
Menu features homeade cooking, desserts, and daily specials. 
Close to campus.  Dine in, carry out, or call ahead and we will 
have your order ready.  6710 E. Wabash Ave.  877-4002.
Trail’s End Cafe 40
Christian family on east side in safe neighborhood.  You get 
your own room with high speed internet, along with free meals 
and laundry facilities.  No smoking.  Girls only.  No security de-
posit required.  International students welcome.  232-3615.
Rooms available
•Start of IM Chess Tour-
nament
•Hatfield Hall Christmas 
Desserts Party, 3:00 p.m., 
Lobby, Hatfield Hall
•Learning Center’s Winter 
Warm Up , 4:00 p.m., 
Basement Area, Library
•Men’s Basketball, vs. 
Cincinnati-Clermont, 7:30 
p.m., Hulbert Arena
•A-Team Food Drive Col-
lection Day
•Women’s Basketball, 
Rose-Hulman Invi-
tational, 6:00 p.m., 
Hulbert Arena
•Ann Arbor Film Festival, 
7:00 p.m., Hatfield Hall
Upcoming 
community events
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•Career Services Job 
Interviews, all day
•Hulman Union Holiday 
Celebration, 11:00 a.m., 
Kahn Rooms
•Men’s Basketball, vs. Tri-
State University, 7:30 p.m., 
Hulbert Arena
•Women’s Basketball, vs. 
Marian College, 3:00 
p.m., Hulbert Arena
•ARAMARK Christmas 
Dinner for Students, 
Faculty, Staff & Fami-
lies, 4:30 p.m., Vonder-
schmitt Dining Room
•Start of Holiday Break 
(After Last Class)
$6.50/hr 
Work Study Positions Available Now
Rose Thorn Business Manager and Assistant Advertising Manager
Email resume to thorn@rose-hulman.edu
Business Managers will:
~Manage important finances
~Work with billing/accts payable
Asst. Advertising Mangers will:
~Communicate with advertisers
~Design graphic advertisements
~No Experience Required!
~On-Campus Opportunity!
~Paid Training!
~On-Campus Opportunity!
~Flexible Hours!
~Great Resume Builder!
House for sale.  1359 Buckeye Street.  $45,900.  2 BDR, 1 Bath, 
hardwood floors, basement, partially fenced in backyard. Call 
812-699-0610 for more details. 
House for sale
???? ?Friday, December 15, 2006
Join The Rose Thorn!
Meetings on Wednesdays
5:15 p.m.
O-157
Be there, or be bored!
UPDATEBlood Dr ive
Since the Rose Thorn last went to press, new blood drive pint 
counts have been released.  These figures, which were not avail-
able at the time of publication last week, are enumerated below.
Tuesday
Wednesday
Total
132 pints
172 pints
304 pints
Senate Update 
By: Rachel Howser 
 SGA met on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 5 for its first meeting of 
Winter Quarter.  There were 
four major points of business.  
Engineers without Borders, a 
student group on campus that 
uses their engineering skills to 
improve the quality of life in 
third world countries, came be-
fore senate to apply for proba-
tionary club status.  They were 
awarded status as well as gain-
ing a probationary status 
budget.  The Car Audio Club 
asked senate for funding to al-
low them to lock up their 
equipment.  The funding re-
quest was approved.  The Vol-
leyball Club approached senate 
in hopes of gaining money to 
purchase new uniforms and 
travel.  The request was mostly 
approved.  The last group to 
come before senate was Yoga 
Club.  Yoga Club is not an 
SGA sponsored club, and they 
were making a one time fund-
ing request for a retreat in Indi-
anapolis.  This funding request 
was also approved.  Several 
suggestions were made to im-
prove conditions on campus 
including pouring a short side-
walk near Hatfield Hall.
Upcoming
Events
December 19—SGA 
Meeting
December  23—
Winter Break Begins 
If you would like 
your club’s events to 
be publicized here, 
contact:     Rachel 
Howser at hows-
e r r n @ r o s e -
hulman.edu
SGA Tailgates for 
Wednesday’s Wrestling 
Match
By:  Ryan Morley 
On Wednesday night Rose’s 
w r e s t l e r s  t o o k  d o w n 
MacMurray College, and took a 
swing at cancer. The men’s 
team won a decisive 36 to 12 
victory with Dr. Jakubowski as 
their honorary coach for the 
match. The team sold t-shirts 
and collected an entry fee from 
spectators, all proceeds went to 
the American Cancer Society. 
The Student Government Asso-
ciation supported the event by 
paying for the first 35 students 
and giving away free candy. 
Students who arrived early also 
got free T-Shirts, courtesy of a 
donation from the Residence 
Hall Association. The fund-
raiser was a great success and 
the team’s performance 
matched their generosity. 
The Student Government Association of Rose-Hulman 
Lighting Up Campus 
By: Rachel Howser 
 SGA teamed up with some 
residents halls and facilities to 
light up campus on Thursday, 
December 8.  The hot chocolate 
and holiday tunes played dur-
ing the ceremony were wel-
come in the bitterly cold condi-
tions.  The event had a nice 
turnout with nearly 100 people 
present.  Dr. Jakubowski did 
the honors of plugging the 
lights in.  To the disappoint-
ment of the crowd, one of the 
breakers was faulty and only 
half of the lights turned on.  
This problem was soon re-
solved, and the entire campus 
can now enjoy the lights on 
campus.
The Student Government 
Executive Committee would 
like to wish everyone a 
wonderful holiday season. 
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Norton also mentioned some 
of the activities the students en-
joyed most were the question and 
answer lunch panel by alumni of 
Rose-Hulman, the appliance dis-
section and the chemistry lecture. 
They also enjoyed the opportuni-
ty to stay in residence halls.  About 
70 to 80 percent of attendees 
come to Rose the following year.
Dickman, who is a sopho-
more Biomedical Engineer, 
said that most girls were from 
about a three hour radius from 
Rose. “Some of them came here, 
they were not really sure if they 
want to be here or not, but by 
the end they’ve gotten com-
pletely comfortable and they 
were having fun,” said Dickman. 
Kate Pippins, a sophomore biomedical engineer, drops one of the 
egg protectors designed by the women who attended the workshop.
Christina Davis / Rose Thorn
Julia Erlandson
Daily Bruin (UCLA)
Personal information of ap-proximately 800,000 pres-ent and former Univer-
sity of California at Los Angeles 
students, staff and faculty was 
compromised after someone 
hacked into a university data-
base, in what officials say is ap-
parently the largest incident of 
its kind at a college or university.
UCLA officials said Monday 
that a hacker gained access to 
a restricted university database 
that contained personal infor-
mation including Social Securi-
ty numbers, addresses and con-
tact information. Credit card 
numbers, banking information 
and driver’s license numbers 
were not included in the da-
tabase, but names and Social 
Security numbers are the two 
items needed for identity theft. 
Both current and former 
students’ information may 
have been exposed, as some 
records date back to the early 
1990s, though university of-
ficials said as of now they 
have received no reports of 
information being misused. 
Jim Davis, associate vice chan-
cellor for information technol-
ogy and UCLA’s chief informa-
tion officer, said in a statement 
that Social Security numbers 
seemed to be the hacker’s target. 
Davis said the hacker ap-
peared to have used a flaw in 
a program to access the da-
tabase, which is one of the 
campus’ central databases. 
“In spite of our diligence, 
a sophisticated hacker found 
and exploited a subtle vulner-
ability in one of hundreds of 
applications,” he said. “We 
have reconstructed and pro-
tected the compromised data-
base and launched a compre-
hensive review of all computer 
security measures to acceler-
ate systematic enhancements 
that were already in progress.” 
Acting Chancellor Norman 
Abrams sent e-mail notifica-
tions Tuesday to everyone af-
fected by the breach, advising 
students to monitor their fi-
nancial accounts for unau-
thorized or fraudulent activity. 
He wrote that while the uni-
versity does not know whose 
personal information was ac-
tually obtained by hackers, 
some Social Security numbers 
were taken. Davis estimated 
that about 5 percent of the re-
cords that were accessed con-
tained Social Security numbers, 
Second-year philosophy 
student Lauryn Gold said 
she was upset to hear that 
the data had been accessed. 
“It definitely worries me,” 
she said, adding that she 
would probably follow the 
advice in the chancellor’s 
letter about how to moni-
tor and protect her accounts. 
According to the letter, infor-
mation in the database was ac-
cessed between October 2005 
and November 2006, when 
UCLA noticed the unauthor-
ized activity and blocked ac-
cess to Social Security numbers. 
Abrams encouraged affected 
individuals to visit a Web site 
UCLA has set up offering advice 
on how to protect against iden-
tity theft, and said the university 
has also notified the FBI, which 
is investigating the incident.
Hacker accesses UCLA database
SWE, from Page 1
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The Decemberists: enjoy 
the Celtic feel
Lissa Avery
Editor-in-Chief
The Decemberists’ song “The 
Island: Come and See/The Land-
lord’s Daughter/You’ll Not Feel 
The Drowning” is my favorite 
off their new album “The Crane 
Wife.”  The rhythm and percus-
sion in the opening two min-
utes has the feel of a hypnotic, 
steady, inevitable march on the 
journey.  Mid-way through the 
12-minute track, the rhythm ac-
celerates, becoming more like 
a light-hearted, fast-paced jig. 
The music continues to prog-
ress, with slightly darker chords 
mingling in,sobering the free-
dom of the dance, which then 
crescendo into a frantic clashing 
as the landlord’s daughter cries 
for mercy.
That’s some of the coolest 
song-writing I’ve seen in a while. 
Unfortunately, the third song in 
that medley doesn’t fit as well as 
the first two.
This album has a strong Celtic 
feel to it, and I was mystified to 
learn that the lead singer/song-
writer Colin Meloy was an Ameri-
can from Oregon.  I’d’ve sworn he 
had an Irish accent.  Unfortunate-
ly, his vibrato voice makes several 
of the songs grate a bit when he 
sustains notes repeatedly.
Overall, I liked the album. 
There are several strong songs, 
including the opening track, 
“The Crane Wife 3”, “The Perfect 
Crime No. 2”, and the two ending 
tracks.  It took me a minute to 
warm up to the album, though. 
Stepping back from the indi-
vidual songs, the album has a 
unified feel... almost to the point 
of everything sounding a little 
too much like everything else. 
Meloy’s lyrics are nearly incom-
prehensible due to whatever ac-
cent he has, which doesn’t help 
that impression. 
That said, that unified feel is a 
good feel.
There were a few songs I just 
couldn’t get into, though, despite 
repeated listenings.  “Yankee 
Bayonet” and “O Valencia!” are 
two, as well as “Shankill Butch-
ers.”  The biggest problem was 
the singer’s voice, unfortunately, 
because I liked some of the mu-
sical techniques the band uses 
throughout the album.
Many of the songs feel too long 
on this album, despite the fact that 
most are of “normal” song length. 
Some of the problem may be in 
the repetitive refrains, especially 
in “The Perfect Crime No. 2”, but 
it feels like The Decembrists don’t 
have quite enough to say to fill all 
five-ish minutes of each song. 
Strangely, the longest songs, “The 
Island: Come and See/The Land-
lord’s Daughter/You’ll Not Feel 
The Drowning” and “The Crane 
Wife 1 & 2”, feel the best written 
in terms of length.
So I skip once I get near the end 
of the song.  Not a big deal.
The album’s still worth being 
picked up for those looking for 
rock with a Celtic feel.  I can’t 
compare it to other Decem-
berists’ albums, but it’s good in 
and of itself.
Famous pianist shows his talent
Albert Mui
Photographer
Last Friday in Hatfield Hall, the 
latest event in the Performing 
Arts Series took place.  Featuring 
classical pianist Edward Auer, the 
auditorium was nearly packed 
full, and those who attended did 
not leave disappointed.  Auer, 
of international fame, has per-
formed all over the world, while 
also serving on the piano faculty 
at the Jacobs School of Music at 
Indiana University.  Additionally, 
he has won numerous awards 
and has recorded several classi-
cal pieces.  
Auer began by playing a de-
lightful impromptu by Schubert, 
which was then followed by a 
classical Beethoven sonata.  He 
followed these with a barrage of 
Chopin preludes—his specialty. 
The collection of pieces, mostly 
from the romantic period, was a 
mixture of slow, fast, light, lively, 
and heavy/dense, and this vari-
ety enabled Auer to really show 
off his versatility.  As with all ex-
perienced piano players, Auer 
showed an impressively nimble 
and fluid control of his fingers; 
at times his fingers moved so 
quickly that they became a blur. 
Additionally, he showed no 
lapses of concentration or signs 
of fatigue, a must-have for per-
formers. 
However, it was Auer’s control 
over tempo and dynamics that re-
ally displayed his skill.  The musi-
cian had no trouble transitioning 
between tempos, as he switched 
speeds at will without a drop in 
tone or quality.  The same could 
have been said about his control 
over dynamics; he was in such 
control that it seemed like he 
could just flip a switch and ‘turn 
up the volume’.  These were the 
truest indications of his mastery 
of the keyboard—the collective 
difficulty of his pieces were not 
terrific, but the way in which he 
delivered them was truly a sight 
to behold.      
Noah Sturdevant
The Bulletin (Emporia State U.)
The “Myth” series by Robert 
Asprin has apparently been go-
ing on for decades, but for some 
reason book stores have not kept 
them in stock, so despite my 
legendary fantasy book collec-
tion I never got around to read-
ing them. Luckily this anthology 
containing the first five books 
was only about 20 dollars and it 
seemed like a good deal.
After reading the book I know 
it was a good deal, so much so 
in fact that I am addicted to this 
series and now I really can’t wait 
until January for the second part 
of the series to come out. Basical-
ly the series is about an appren-
tice wizard, his demon mentor, 
his dragon and a lot of side kicks 
who start out from the bottom of 
wizardry and works their way up 
to kings of the mafia.
Yeah, not really the “tradition-
al” fantasy story, which is why 
I like it. The series manages to 
lampoon the genre with puns and 
jokes, while not going so far into 
absurdity that the books are not 
engaging and fun to read. All in 
all, you can’t beat five fun books 
for around 20 dollars, though I 
am really tempted to go online 
and buy the rest of the books at 
half.com so I don’t have to wait.
Punny books not a mythstake
Brent White
The Columbia Chronicle
Ludacris and Bone Thugs, 
among others, contribute to the 
new Tupac Shakur release.
Since his violent and untimely 
death in September of 1996, 11 
posthumous albums have been 
released under Tupac’s name -- 
twice as many as were released 
when the rapper was alive. At 
25, just before his death, Tupac 
achieved more than most musi-
cians achieve in a 50-year career. 
But a decade after his death, Tu-
pac’s success is truly in a league 
of its own. 
And his accomplishments 
continue to mount with another 
posthumous release, “Pac’s Life,” 
which is a fairly decent, though 
non-cohesive, release featuring 
guest appearances by friends and 
fellow artists like Snoop Dogg, 
T.I., Ludacris and Bone Thugs 
‘N Harmony. Several producers 
also helped to create the record 
including LT Hutton, Sha Money 
XL and Swizz Beatz.
Although it’s touching that 
this album was released to mark 
the 10th anniversary of Tupac’s 
death, many of the songs are di-
rectionless, dull and saturated 
because of the varying contribu-
tions. The production on a remix 
of “Untouchable,” for example, is 
weak and flat, which is unfortu-
nate because Bone Thugs deliver 
crushing lyrics and awesome 
harmonies in this song. 
“Playa Cardz Right,” featur-
ing singer Keyshia Cole, is an-
other example of the blueprints 
of an unfinished song by Tupac 
getting misinterpreted and mis-
used by the people finishing it. 
On this track, Tupac’s customary 
approach to dense, highly pro-
phetic lyrics is accented by Cole 
turning the song into a tradition-
al R&B. But “Playa Cardz Right” 
isn’t a “Dear Mama,” even though 
it’s written to present itself in that 
way.
However, Pac’s Life does have 
some quality songs. “Pac’s Life 
Remix” features Tupac rapping 
about being pissed off at cen-
sorship, while a thick, bounc-
ing beat thumps hard. The song 
also includes contributions from 
Snoop Dogg, T.I. and Chris Starr, 
and could easily be a club hit. 
“Dumpin,” featuring Hussein 
Fatal, Papoose and Carl Thomas 
is another solid song, and easily 
this album’s best. Whatever at-
titude, emotion or feeling Tupac 
was trying to convey when he re-
corded the lyrics is represented 
and pontificated upon in a well-
constructed and artistic manner. 
If Tupac were alive today, it’s likely 
that this is the kind of music we’d 
be hearing from him.
Tupac’s posthumous accom-
plishments can largely be at-
tributed to the work ethic he 
possessed when he was alive. 
It wasn’t uncommon for him 
to be laying down lyrics in two 
or three different studios si-
multaneously, which is amaz-
ing if you consider that he also 
filmed movies, made music 
videos and regularly performed 
live. After his death, the body 
of his recorded and unreleased 
work was left in the hands of his 
mother, former Black Panther 
Afeni Shakur, who has since 
over seen her son’s music.
And the impact of Tupac’s mu-
sic on pop culture is both impor-
tant and immeasurable. Even 
though his actions didn’t often 
coincide with his message, we 
can not deny or ignore his im-
pact. 
It’s no wonder, then, that his 
peers constantly point to his mu-
sic and message as a main influ-
ence and feel compelled to con-
tribute to albums like this.
More life after death for Tupac
Tupac’s official grave site. Last time we checked, Tupac is still dead.
www.riotsound.com/tupacpages/tupac_gallery8.htm
Gregory Weir
Humor Editor
Ze Frank is a crazy guy.  He 
does a video blog called “the 
show with zefrank,” which is re-
ally strange. He generally stares 
into the camera without blink-
ing, comments on politics, and 
says lots of weird in-jokes that 
you won’t understand unless 
you’re already a fan.
The man is hilarious.
Imagine a man who looks like 
“Rose Thorn” advisor Richard 
House after a nervous break-
down.  Sometimes, he insight-
fully comments on life through 
things like surprise parties or 
elementary school.  Sometimes, 
he demands his viewers do ri-
diculous or improbable things 
like turn the world into a sand-
wich.  Sometimes, he dispenses 
bizarre scatalogical humor like 
a claim that in France, their toi-
lets look like our sinks and their 
sinks look like our toilets.
I don’t know if I’m accurately 
portraying the twisted quasi-
genius of the show.  Ze likes 
“duckies” and refers to his fans 
as “sports racers.”  He will ran-
domly burst into crazed song 
or dedicate an entire show to 
putting fingers in fruit.  He 
hates airplanes, and shows it 
by filming his expression ev-
ery time he travels.  The phrase 
“thousand-yard stare” comes 
to mind.
If you are looking for some-
thing funny and irrational, and 
don’t mind dirty jokes and a 
creepy, cult-like fanbase, check 
out “the show with zefrank” 
at http://www.zefrank.com/
theshow.
Good morning, 
sports racers!
Edward Auer shows off his skill with the ivory in the Hatfield auditorium
Albert Mui / Photographer
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Nicole Brown
Sagebrush
“The Holiday” opens with 
a juicy kiss, but it may not be 
enough to get a 
following for this 
“Love Actually” 
(2003) copycat. 
Although the film 
has cuter couples 
than the Brit-
ish holiday flick 
three years ago, 
it doesn’t mean 
that it has a bet-
ter storyline.
Cameron Di-
az’s character, 
Amanda, is a strong business-
woman who owns a Hollywood 
trailer making company. After 
she dumps her boyfriend for 
cheating with his receptionist, 
she skips the chocolate pig-out 
phase and hits Google like any 
other modern-day depressed 
chick. There, she finds a cozy cot-
tage in England that she is inter-
ested in renting and decides to 
swap houses with the owner. 
Simultaneously, Kate Winslet’s 
character, Iris, has been in love 
with her ex for three years and 
when she finds out that he is 
engaged, she totally flips, espe-
cially because he still hits on her. 
When Amanda contacts her, Iris 
changes her outlook and goes to 
L.A. to get over her not-so-dash-
ing three-year crush. After the 
girls switch is when the plot starts 
cooking.
A m a n d a , 
the classic 
‘I’m rich, woe 
is me” charac-
ter, grimaces 
at the ordinary 
cottage with a 
small tub and 
a coffee pot 
that isn’t auto-
matic. Mean-
while, in L.A., 
Iris is loving 
life, running around in Amanda’s 
decked-out crib like she just won 
the lottery.
After the girls are acquainted in 
their new pads is when the “Love 
Actually” feel in the movie kicks 
in. Enter the men. 
Jude Law’s character, Gra-
ham, is Iris’ brother who ends 
up falling for Amanda. Very 
predictable, but still cute -
- who can resist those blue 
eyes? He plays the stereotypi-
cal love-stricken puppy that is 
sensitive and likes to cry. 
Law probably did this movie to 
smooth over the drama with his 
real-life wife and how he cheated 
on her with the nanny. Although 
his portrayal of his character 
seemed genuine, any true Law 
fan would see “Dog” written 
across his face. Nevertheless, all 
the chicks in the audience wept 
whenever he said, “I’m in love 
... with you” to Diaz’s character. 
Very cheesy, but his fans seemed 
to be won back by his charm.
When Jack Black’s character, 
Miles, comes on screen, he is 
taken by Iris. Although he is tied 
down at the time, he chills with 
her to see if they are compatible. 
When he finds out that his girl-
friend is cheating on him, he has 
the strength to not go back into a 
dead relationship, using Iris’ ex-
perience with her egotistical Brit-
ish ex as advice. 
The intricate storyline is evi-
dent, but the film doesn’t surpass 
the multi-couple multi-drama 
plot in “Love Actually.” Instead of 
becoming a holiday hit, the film 
became a mouthpiece for the ac-
tors. 
Law’s message is “I’m sorry for 
cheating on my wife” toward his 
fans, Diaz’s is “I may be getting 
old, but I can still play the bubbly 
girl,” Black’s is “I may be funny, 
but I’m sensitive too,” and Wins-
let’s is “I’m in a modern roman-
tic flick now, not that ‘what’s her 
name again’ chick in ‘Titanic.”’
‘Holiday’ becomes mouthpiece for actors
Lissa Avery
Editor-in-Chief
There’s something beautiful 
about a movie in which the world 
or the universe isn’t held in the 
hands of a single superhero, or 
even a small team of superhe-
roes.  Worlds are made and de-
stroyed in the 2002 Italian film 
“Respiro,” sure, but they are the 
worlds of individuals.
“Respiro,” written and direct-
ed by Emanuele Crialese, stars 
Valeria Golino, Vincenzo Amato, 
and Francesco Casisa.  It tells the 
story of a family whose mother 
(played by Golino) might best be 
described as manic-depressive 
— her moods swing wildly be-
tweens negligent, carefree hap-
piness, and violent, plate-smash-
ing anger or depression.  With a 
reserved fisherman husband, 
a rapidly-maturing adolescent 
daughter, and two younger sons 
inclined to get into fights, the 
mother’s instability throws the 
family into chaos.  The adults of 
the town talk of moving her to a 
mental institution.
This film is unbelievably 
beautiful. Without a single Hol-
lywood-style dolled-up charac-
ter, Crialese a town made beau-
tiful in its austere and diverse 
scenery and a family of real 
humans.  There’s very little in-
hibited about this film; if you’re 
used to nudity equating to sex, 
be prepared for a bit more ca-
sual, sex-devoid nudity than you 
might otherwise expect.  In fact, 
my own association of nudity 
with sex caused me some ner-
vousness over the casual family 
nudity in the movie.  Consider 
yourself forewarned.
Everything from the plot to 
the scenery is well executed in 
the film.  In fact, I was so mes-
merized, I don’t think I could list 
many flaws, aside from the fact 
that when the movie had lasted 
one hour, it felt like it had been 
two full hours of action-packed 
plot.  It felt busy, although it 
started slow.
I would definitely recommend 
this film to anyone with an inter-
est in Italian or, more generally, 
European films.  I don’t watch 
many American films these days, 
and I would rank “Respiro” as 
highly as I would “Amélie” in my 
book of awesome movies.
“Respiro” a breath 
of fresh air
On Sundar December 10 at Hatfield Hall, the Rose-Hulman Performing Group’s Holiday Show attracted crowds with performances by the String Ensemble, Jazz Band, Men’s Coral 
Ensemble, and the Chorus.  Songs included traditional favorites, contemporary pieces, and the odd medley.  Top left: the Jazz Band plays a few favorites. Bottom left: the Chorus 
sings a capella (despite the presence of the piano).  Top right: the Performing Group takes a bow. Bottom right: the audience takes a moment to reflect between performances.
Joseph Barlan/ Photographer
Rose-Hulman Holiday Show entertains audience with a 
wide variety of musical styles
The intricate 
storyline is evi-
dent, but the film 
doesn’t surpass 
the multi-couple 
multi-drama plot 
in “Love Actually.”
The ban on trans-fats in New 
York heralds an open season on 
the liberty of a person to do to 
their own body what they wish. 
The argument that it is in the 
heath interests of society has a 
nice ring to it.  I take issue with 
New York City’s board of health 
banning trans-fats.  This sets all 
sorts of precedents with unset-
tling complications.  New York 
City has decided that, in the pub-
lic’s health interest, it can regu-
late a perfectly legal substance 
that can be purchased by any-
body.  Caffeine can cause heart 
issues.  Are coffee houses to sell 
only decaf?  Diabetes has a causal 
relationship with consumption 
of refi ned sugars.  Should refi ned 
sugars in be banned?  I should 
think not.  The consumption of 
these substances causes me no 
physical detriment.
Another argument is that in 
order to reduce health costs, we 
should start mandating a healthi-
er lifestyle to save the taxpayer the 
burden of paying for the health-
care of the arterially clogged.  If 
the taxpayer is paying for health-
care, than it should be free to 
impose whatever asinine restric-
tions it pleases.  If someone other 
than John Q. Public foots the bill, 
than that someone should be free 
to dictate the terms of her or his 
health.  Imposing on the freedom 
to use one’s body as one pleases 
in the name of public health im-
poses on very personal freedoms. 
In the name of public health, 
mandatory exercise for the obese 
could be mandated.  Cessations 
of intercourse to halt the spread 
of STDs could be imposed.  Big 
brother could issue mandatory 
breath masks to impede the fl u 
complementing mandatory hand 
washing.  These are all perfectly 
reasonable if you want to save a 
nickel on your taxes.  Of course, 
this all assumes the taxpayer is 
paying for your healthcare.  “Ex-
perience should teach us to be 
most on our guard to protect lib-
erty when the Government’s pur-
poses are benefi cent.” ~ Justice 
Louis Brandeis.
Tim Olmsted
Engineering Physics
Class of 2009
This week, Iran’s President, 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, opened 
the International Conference 
to Review the Global Vision of 
the Holocaust in Tehran. Cut-
ting through the big words, this 
means that Iran is hosting a na-
tionally-sponsored Holocaust de-
nial convention, in which people 
from around 
the globe get 
together and 
discuss con-
spiracy theo-
ries, quotes 
taken out of 
context, and 
d o c t o r e d 
evidence, all 
“supporting” 
the conjecture 
that the Nazi-
run mass 
genocide nev-
er happened, 
or at least, did not happen on 
the scale written in history books 
and supported by solid evidence. 
While this concept (and most 
likely President Ahmadinejad) is 
obviously completely crazy, that’s 
not this article is about. Instead, I 
want to contemplate on the Ira-
nian President’s motivations for 
launching a public display that 
would inevitably draw so much 
unfettered scorn from the rest of 
the world.
A Holocaust denial convention 
is one of those things that, if cre-
ated, will undoubtedly guarantee 
outrage throughout the interna-
tional community. So why would 
President Ahmadinejad host one? 
I believe he did this not from a 
desire to merely disprove the 
Holocaust, but as a step in a far 
greater plan to return the country 
of Israel to the Palestinians.
There are many issues on which 
most countries in the Middle 
East disagree vehemently. How-
ever, the one 
thing they 
can almost 
always agree 
on is their ha-
tred of Israel. 
Many in the 
area, includ-
ing President 
A h m a d i n e -
jad, still see 
the creation 
of Israel as 
i l legit imate 
and a crime 
against the 
Palestinian nation. In this, they 
are not wholly unjustifi ed. Israel 
was created after World War II, a 
time where new countries and 
borders were being drawn all 
over the place, often without re-
gard for religious or ethnic ties 
(take a look at the civil wars and 
divisions that have plagued the 
former Yugoslavia).
The country that is now Israel 
was divided by Great Britain into 
two separate Jewish and Arab 
sections, with Jerusalem remain-
ing as a U.N.-administered area 
to avoid confl ict over its status. 
However, while Jewish represen-
tatives accepted the partition, 
the Arabs did not, initiating a war 
and leaving the now completely 
Jewish nation of Israel with more 
territory than the British parti-
tion had originally stated. 
So while the outcome of these 
events ended with the Palestin-
ians being 
displaced, the 
blame for it 
rested square-
ly on their 
shoulders. If 
the Palestin-
ian represen-
tatives during 
par t i t ioning 
had accepted 
the agree-
ment, they 
would control 
half of Israel 
for themselves 
and the holy 
city of Jerusa-
lem would rest 
in internation-
ally-controlled 
hands. 
Over 50 
years later, 
the countries of the Middle East 
continue to rage over the cre-
ation of Israel. At the head of this 
movement most recently as been 
President Ahmadinejad, who has 
been vocal about his belief that 
Israel should be returned to the 
Palestinians. He sees Israel’s cre-
ation as a Jewish state as a form 
of reparation to Jews for the Ho-
locaust, which of course, it is not. 
In a letter he sent to President 
Bush earlier this year, he spent 
a great deal of time addressing 
the reasons for the formation of 
Israel, which in his eyes, are un-
justifi ed.
So this week, President Ahma-
dinejad is hosting a Holocaust 
denial convention, a conference 
that is designed to erode what he 
believes is the primary reason for 
Israel’s existence. By doing this, 
he is trying to unify Iran’s neigh-
bors into the belief that a Jewish 
Israel should be wiped from the 
face of the Earth. 
Lately, Iran has been working 
on building a nuclear weapons 
program, possibly to counter 
Israel’s. Its president has also 
openly denounced the U.S. gov-
ernment, Israel’s biggest sup-
porter, and it is suspected that 
the country has been funneling 
weapons and other aid into Iraq 
to support the ongoing violence 
there, weakening our military po-
sition in the Middle East and in-
creasing war weariness at home. 
Now it is attempting to attack the 
reasons for Israel’s very existence. 
It seems that Iran’s President is 
attempting to unify his neighbors 
while eroding support for Israel.
Call Mahmoud Ahmadinejad 
what you will, but it seems like 
he has a plan. It is multi-faceted, 
and involves consolidating his 
power while undermining that of 
his opposition, so that his dream 
of an Israel-free Middle East can 
one day be realized. It is easy to 
dismiss things like this confer-
ence as the ravings of a deranged 
man that will only appeal to more 
deranged men. We can hope that 
that is what they are, but in the 
mean time, the international 
community should keep a close 
eye on Iran and President Ahma-
dinejad’s political machinations.
Andrew Klusman
Staff Writer
This past Wednesday, Saudi 
Arabia’s King Abdullah report-
edly warned Vice President Dick 
Cheney that Saudi Arabia would 
support Iraq’s Sunni minority, 
should the US pull out of Iraq.  This 
has dire implications for relations 
of all Middle Eastern countries, 
and indicates that a regional war 
could break out, should this hap-
pen, seeing that all the big-name 
players in the region are in Iraq’s 
backyard – Turkey, Jordan, Saudi 
Arabia, Syria, and Iran.  Recalling 
the fact that the report issued by 
the Iraq Study Group stressed the 
building of peace in the region, 
the US should work to avoid a 
withdrawal from Iraq.
These concerns by the Saudis, 
and their desire to step in should 
the US step out, reveals numer-
ous facets about the politics of the 
Middle East now.  First, it is now 
obvious that Saudi Arabia is fear-
ful of actions taken by Iran, and 
that Saudi Arabia wants to retain 
its dominance and infl uence over 
the region.  According to Kenneth 
Pollack of the Brookings Institu-
tion, the Saudis are afraid that, 
should civil war occur in Iraq, it 
would spill over into Saudi Arabia. 
Take that and the fears that Iran 
will support the various Shiite mi-
litias in Iraq and then come out 
the winner in the civil war, it be-
comes obvious that Saudi Arabia 
has some worries.  
In addition to that, the Iraq 
Study Group reported that mon-
ey from Saudi citizens is funding 
Sunni insurgents in Iraq.  This is 
not a good thing, as it shows com-
mitment by many Saudi citizens 
to support Sunni Iraqis regard-
less of cost.  This does not bode 
well for peace in the Middle East 
after the US withdraws.  Further-
more, if a war were to break out, 
there are concerns that the Shiites 
would look to take revenge upon 
the Sunnis for the wrongdoings of 
the Hussein era.  
In other related and recent news, 
it has been made known that King 
Abdullah is strongly opposed to 
the diplomatic talks between the 
United States and Iran.  To make 
matters even worse, the Saudi am-
bassador to the US has resigned, 
and this comes only days after he 
fi red a consultant who wrote an 
opinion piece in The Washington 
Post hinting at the idea that the 
Saudis would back the Sunnis in 
Iraq in the event of civil war.  In the 
article, he stated that the kingdom 
would give funding and weaponry 
to prevent Shiite militias from at-
tacking the Sunnis, and that Saudi 
Arabia could bring down world oil 
prices to squeeze Iran’s Shiite rul-
ers.
The main goal of the US, how-
ever, has been peace and stability 
for Iraq.  With talks now of with-
drawal from Iraq being seriously 
considered and recommended, 
this is an issue that everyone 
should be talking about, and 
these events show that the US and 
Iraq are not the only stakeholders 
in the region.  Should a regional 
war break out, it would likely in-
clude Iran, Syria, and the major-
ity Shiites in Iraq, going against 
the Sunnis in Iraq, Saudi Arabia, 
Palestine, and probably Jordan or 
Egypt.  The world cannot afford a 
large-scale regional war anywhere 
right now, especially one in such 
a volatile region, and with such 
high stakes such as oil and Israel 
and Iran’s nuclear capabilities.
It won’t end at Holocaust denial
????????? The Rose Thorn
???????
?????????
???????
Aaron Meles
Opinions Editor
Withdraw from 
Iraq?
Write back!
email: opinions@
rose-hulman.edu
1000 
Words
by
Erin 
Hudson
Letter to the Editor
Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad making 
one of the most ironic gestures captured on fi lm.
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A Holocaust denial 
convention is one 
of those things that, 
if created, will un-
doubtedly guarantee 
outrage throughout 
the international 
community. 
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Red Sox land Matsuzaka
Former Seibu Lions starter 
Daisuke Matsuzaka passed 
his physical and was offi cially 
welcomed as the latest Bos-
ton Red Sox on Thursday. The 
deal that brings him to Boston 
is worth $52 million over six 
years. There is also a chance 
for Matsuzaka to win $8 mil-
lion based on awards he wins 
during his contract period. he 
Boston Red Sox must also pay 
$51.11 million to the Seibu Li-
ons for the right to negotiate 
with Matsuzaka.
Hunt dies at 74
Kansas City Chiefs owner 
Lamar Hunt died on Wednes-
day night due to complica-
tions that arose from cancer. 
The National Football League 
visionary had been hospital-
ized in November and was 
treated for prostate cancer 
and a partially collapsed lung. 
Hunt’s accomplishments in 
the NFL include assisting in 
the naming of the Super Bowl 
and spearheading the merger 
between the AFL and the NFL.
Crosby on top in NHL
Pittsburg Penguins center 
Sidney Crosby took the NHL 
scoring lead on Wednesday 
night when he scored six goals 
in the Penguins’ win over the 
Philadelphia Flyers. The Pen-
guins beat their rivals by a fi -
nal score of 8-4. Crosby is the 
scoring leader with 47 points 
in 27 games.
Sports Briefs
by Mike Ferguson
????????????????
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Rachel Howser
Staff Writer
The Rose-Hulman men’s bas-
ketball team has continued to 
play with high intensity despite 
several close losses.  The Engi-
neers currently hold a 4-5 re-
cord; however, their largest mar-
gin of loss has been by only eight 
points, with the other losses be-
ing by fi ve points or less.  
Head Coach Jim Shaw said, 
“We got off to a good start and 
were playing pretty good bas-
ketball until struggling recently. 
Our balance is a great strength 
of our team.  We can get scoring 
contributions from a number 
of guys in a number of different 
ways.  The problem with that is 
that we don’t really have a go-to 
guy and sometimes it is diffi cult 
to fi gure out who has the hot 
hand on a particular night.  
“As a result, we have to depend 
on offensive execution, great de-
fense and great effort.  When our 
offensive execution and our abil-
ity to not turn the ball over fails 
us, we struggle to score and win. 
We have been very consistent 
and solid defensively, which has 
enabled us to be in every game.” 
Given this opinion from Coach 
Shaw, and the tight games that 
the Engineers’ have found them-
selves in, which I believe sug-
gests our men’s basketball team 
is right on the verge of some big 
wins.”
Senior electrical engineering 
major Dave Yaraschefski believes 
that the team can defi nitely 
turn the season 
around.   
“We have a few 
things to work 
out, and we are a 
relatively young 
team, but we 
have seen how 
good we can be. 
Our conference 
is very well bal-
anced, and there 
is not a game left 
on our schedule 
that we can’t win. 
It’s just a mat-
ter of going out 
there and get-
ting it done. Our 
defense is great. 
We are leading 
the league in 
team defense, 
and holding op-
ponents to a 
very low score. 
We need to work 
harder within 
our offense to 
get good shots, 
rebound better 
defensively, and 
limit our turn-
overs so that we 
can score more.”  
When asked how the team stays 
motivated after close losses, Yar-
aschefski responded, “Motiva-
tion is not a problem when you 
are as competitive as the players 
on our team are.  We know that 
we can be good, 
and we know 
that we should 
be winning 
these games 
that we are los-
ing by a small 
margin.  That 
is what drives 
us to continue 
to work hard in 
practice.  
“From a per-
sonal stand-
point, this is my 
senior year, and 
I simply don’t 
have that many 
games left.  I 
have worked 
my whole life to 
get in the posi-
tion I am, and I 
want to take ad-
vantage of every 
minute.”  
S o p h o m o r e 
mechanical en-
gineering major 
Joe Craycraft 
adds, “To stay 
motivated I just 
think about 
how many peo-
ple actually get a chance to play 
sports in college, and about how 
lucky I am to get that opportu-
nity.”  
Despite a few disheartening 
setbacks in the win column, 
the men’s basketball team does 
boast a specifi c individual ac-
complishment in that one of its 
team members was named the 
Heartland Collegiate Athletic 
Conference Men’s Player of the 
Month.  Coach Shaw said, “In-
dividually, Brian Bibb has had a 
great start to the year despite be-
ing a little inconsistent in terms 
of shooting and scoring.  His re-
bounding has been phenomenal 
and he was named HCAC Athlete 
of the Month for November.”  
During the month of Novem-
ber, senior civil engineering 
major Brian Bibb averaged 16.8 
points and a league-high 12.5 
rebounds per game.  Bibb has 
continued to be a major threat 
offensively and off the glass in 
December by scoring 31 points 
and pulling in 16 rebounds ver-
sus Fontbonne University this 
past Monday night.  
The Engineers also encourage 
fan support.  Yaraschefski wrote, 
“There is nothing better than 
playing in front of a big crowd. 
When we go on the road, the 
fans at other schools are a huge 
factor, and we want to put that 
same pressure on the visiting 
team.  Come often and scream 
loud, because it makes a differ-
ence!”  The Engineers play Cin-
cinnati-Clermont on Monday 
and Tri-State on Wednesday. 
Both games start at 7:30 p.m.
Jason Bednarko in recent ac-
tion against Fontbonne Uni-
versity.
Rose Hulman News
Men’s basketball 
staying competitive
Rose Hulman News
The wrestling team earned a 
36-12 victory over MacMurray 
College in the American Cancer 
Society benefi t match at the SRC 
on Wednesday.
Sophomore Dan Goodwin 
opened the evening with a pin 
at 133 pounds for the Engineers. 
The lead expanded to 17-6 with 
a forfeit victory by sophomore 
Jacob Wise and the fi rst career 
victory for freshman Anthony Fi-
nagan by a 15-1 margin.
An intermission followed for a 
check presentation to the Ameri-
can Cancer Society, featuring 
Rose-Hulman President Dr. Ger-
ald Jakubowski, athletic director 
Jeff Jenkins, Engineer wrestling 
coaches Greg Archer, Mark Buti 
and Tony Karras, MacMurray 
coach Jerry Kelly and Wabash Val-
ley ACS Executive Director Mike 
Longest.
Other winners included fresh-
men Tyler Thornton, Greg Wil-
liams, Chad Coxon, and junior 
Jesse Evans.
Rose-Hulman returns to action 
at the Knox College Invitational 
on Jan. 6 in Galesburg, Ill.
Wrestlers win 
benefi t match
Jesse Evans earned a victory
Rose Hulman News
Rose Hulman News
The women’s basketball con-
tinued the best start in school 
history with an 81-56 victory over 
conference foe Bluffton College 
on Saturday afternoon in the 
Hulbert Arena.
The win brings the Engineers 
to an 8-1 season mark and 4-0 in 
the HCAC.
Senior Suzy 
Carlson led the 
R o s e - H u l m a n 
offense with a 
team high 24 
points and fi ve 
assists.  Also in 
the twenties, Re-
bekah Forsyth 
scored 20 points 
for the Engineers 
and pulled down 
11 rebounds, for 
her fourth dou-
ble-double of the 
year and 50th in 
her career.
Bluffton be-
gan the game 
leading 2-0 on a 
jumper by Bea-
ver Lindsay Bush, rebounding 
her own lay-up that had popped 
out.  The Engineers immediately 
responded 16 seconds later with 
a Tharp lay-up, tying the game at 
two a piece.
A pair of Bluffton free throws by 
Angie Lee gave the Beavers a two 
point lead, but a Carlson 3-point 
shot gave the Engineers their fi rst 
lead of the game with 17 minutes 
left in the fi rst half.  A free throw 
by Bluffton’s Bush gave tied the 
game back up at fi ve.
A jumper by the Engineer’s 
Forsyth gave Rose-Hulman a two 
point lead at 7-5, but three more 
Bluffton free throws by Vicki Auer 
and Angie Lee gave the Beavers a 
one point 8-7 lead.  A couple more 
free throws by Auer of the Beavers 
brought the Bluffton lead to three 
at 10-7, the largest lead Bluffton 
would have in the game.
A jumper by 
Tharp and a pair 
of free throws 
by Carlson, the 
defending two-
time NCAA sta-
tistical free throw 
champion, gave 
the Engineers 
the lead, 11-10. 
A jumper by 
Carlson brought 
the lead to three, 
13-10.
A 3-point shot 
by Bluffton’s Lee 
tied the game 
for the fi fth and 
fi nal time with 
11 minutes left 
to play in the 
fi rst half.  Twelve 
unanswered points by the Engi-
neers with Tharp, Carlson and 
Forsyth each scoring four points 
over that span, brought the lead 
to twelve, 25-13 with six minutes 
left in the half.
Rose took a ten point, 34-24 
lead into halftime with 15 points 
being scored at the free throw 
line in 16 attempts, giving the 
team a 93.8% free throw percent-
age for the fi rst half.  The Beavers 
shot 12 for 17 from the free throw 
line, scoring half of their fi rst half 
points from the line.
Bluffton began the fi rst half 
with a jumper by Bush to bring 
the lead down to eight at 34-26. 
After trading lay-ups by the En-
gineers’ Forsyth and Bluffton’s 
Bush kept the lead at eight and 
a score of 36-28 with 18 minutes 
left to play.
Bluffton Brought the lead down 
to seven with 13 minutes left on a 
pair of free throws by Tanya Rick-
enberg, but that would be the 
closest the Beavers would get to 
the Engineer lead.  An Engineer 
lay-up by Banet with a minute 
left brought Rose-Hulman to a 
fi nal score of 81-56 and 25 point 
lead.
The Engineers rose to an 8-
1 season record, the best start 
in school history, and 4-0 in the 
HCAC as Bluffton fell to a 0-8 sea-
son mark and 0-3 in the HCAC. 
Rose-Hulman returns to action 
as they play host to Earlham Col-
lege for the fi rst game of the Rose-
Hulman Invitational tonight at 7 
p.m.
Women’s basketball remains 
undefeated in HCAC
Suzy Carlson led the team with 
24 points.
Rose Hulman News
“It seems like an anal German 
thing to do, you know, to just 
order everything.”
-- Prof. Wollowski, being con-
tinental
“I’m a file, give me a block!”
-- Prof. Mellor, being weird
“Iran is hosting a convention 
to discuss the viability of the 
Holocaust, which is good, 
because I was getting con-
fused by all the, you know, 
evidence.”
-- Prof. Casey, nitpicking
“There were many erections, I 
mean, haha, insurrections.”
-- Prof. Michel, quoting the 
text liberally
“So sad, too bad, you’re 
screwed.”
-- Prof. Mellor
“You guys understand this bull 
shit better than I do.”
-- Prof. Bremmer, admitting 
faults
“We’re going to do that, well, 
not make meth…”
-- Prof. Wollowski, taking a 
byte out of crime
“You’ll wish you had let the 
squirrels die.”
-- Prof. Mueller, walking with 
the planet
“My new girlfriend is just like 
the square root of -2: irratio-
nal and imaginary.”
-- Prof. Voltmer, a lucky man
“It’s ‘big f-ing gun.’  So now 
we’re all culturally on the 
same page.”
-- Prof. Clifton, knowing 
what really matters
“Ok, I’m trying to remember 
who was killing who today. 
This is hard.”
-- Prof. Casey, on the Israel/
Palestine conflict
Wacky Prof Quotes
Send your prof quotes 
or other humor material 
to flipside@rose-hulman.edu
Ryan Schultz
News Editor
To the normal onlooker, I was 
but a shadow under the glare of 
the sodium-vapor lamp. My ob-
jective: to steal the recipe for the 
ARA’s chili for Her Majesty’s Se-
cret Service to use in the War on 
Constipated Diarrhea. 
I slithered along the brick out-
side wall of the Union, right there 
in that the narrow corridor be-
tween the Union and Mees.  Sud-
denly, a foul stench streaked into 
my nostrils.  It was a pungent 
aroma, one that my spy senses 
had not graced me with since I 
had lived in Goa.  I tried to hold 
my breath, but it was too late; the 
foul aroma had already perme-
ated my pores.  I could taste the 
foulness in my mouth.
It was all I could do to keep my 
lunch in my belly.  In the midst of 
the dry heaves the stench caused, 
I had one coherent thought; that 
somebody could see me gyrating 
against this wall and think some 
very inappropriate things (Yeah, 
baby!).
I had to get away from the Eau 
de ARA as quickly as possible.  I 
took the most logical approach 
to vacating the area.  I flipped 
up the manhole cover and, like 
a cat, scaled the side of the ARA 
using nothing but my überpark-
our freerunning skills.  I leapt off 
the roof of the building, complet-
ing a full quadruple-somersault 
triple-axel Mohawk before div-
ing through the manhole cover, 
which spun shut behind me.
I shot down the shaft, and the 
smell grew hotter on my nostrils, 
burning, singeing.  I could sud-
denly see the stream of raw, un-
fettered sewage flowing below 
me.  Oh God, all that poo from all 
those hard working bums!  And I 
was headed straight for it!
I dug my leather-bound knuck-
les into the concrete, using the in-
famous piñata grasp.  The leather 
of my gloves, and soon, the flesh of 
my fingers, knuckles, and hands, 
ground off on the concrete that 
was gliding by.  My bloody wrist 
stubs streaked blood behind me 
as I hurtled toward the sewage.
Realizing that losing my hands 
was a stupid thing to do, I abort-
ed the plan and headed straight 
for plan F.  No double-oh agent 
had ever died a death in such an 
undignified manner,.  We were 
all killed by laced 1787 Chateau 
d’Yquem or an exploding Vacher-
on Constantin or some other out-
landish method.  No spy had ever 
succumbed to the overwhelming 
stench of human feces, and I was 
not going to be the first.
Using my feet, I stripped off the 
end of a paper clip, attached it to 
an Office Depot rubber band, 
and mixed a little WD-40 with 
a slightly used band-aid and a 
chunk of wet toilet paper that I 
had ground off on my slide down. 
I was able to make a slick grap-
pling gun/bungee cord combo. 
Still hurtling toward the sludge, 
I clipped the device to my belt 
and launched the rubber band. 
It caught!  My gorgeous business-
in-the-front-party-in-the-back 
hairdo suddenly switched the di-
rection of its hopeless flailing.  I 
was shooting toward the surface!
Fresh air almost greeted my 
lungs before I slammed skull-first 
into the manhole cover that had 
sealed solidly behind me on my 
way down. 
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This Day in History
In 1973, J. Paul Getty’s 
grandson, John Paul Getty 
III, is found in Italy after 
the billionaire pays the $2.7 
million ransom, which he 
bargained down from $17 
million.  What a bargain.
Today, by special request from the intelligence sector, we present the espionage-themed Flipside.
A posthumous debriefing
In Addition
The message will arrive in the 
usual way.  If you see the Swiss 
Guardsman, go to the red flag. 
If you see the Marching Band, 
pursue the goose.  If you see 
the Monkey Suit, all is lost. 
Afterward, contact Hertz.
Top ten reasons you’re not Bond
10.
9.
8.
7.
6.
5.
4.
3.
2.
1.
Matthew Melton
Staff Writer
Your fake British accent is terrible.
Bond has his own theme music.
His drinks: shaken, not stirred.  Your pencils: mechanical, not wood.
Bond talks to girls.  On more than a monthly basis.  Other than his 
mother.
Bond can afford to crash 300,000 dollar cars every week.  All you 
can afford to crash is your computer.
A laptop would probably hurt if you threw it at someone, but the 
PP-7 is still a much better weapon of choice.
Bond knows “I wish I was a derivative so I could lie tangent to 
your curves” is not a good pick-up line.
Your car doesn’t have fully automatic machine guns, a cloaking 
device, and a self destruct button… but your calculator might.
Bond always has a new Bond girl.  You?  Not so much.
“Engineer.  Mechanical Engineer.” It just doesn’t have the same 
ring, does it?.
Philip Becker
Staff Writer
Three days ago, I didn’t expect 
my life to change dramatically.  I 
didn’t expect a life of political in-
trigue.  I didn’t expect that a man 
would die by my hands.
A few days ago, I woke up think-
ing it would be a typical day.  I 
quickly showered and rushed to 
class.  The trip to class that morn-
ing was when I first got the feeling 
that I was being followed.  Quick 
glances over my shoulder revealed 
nothing, and I went through my 
daily routine of choking down the 
ARA for lunch and trying not to be 
late for my classes.
I found it odd that my feeling 
of being followed was accompa-
nied by a new student being in all 
my classes.  He wasn’t your typi-
cal new student either.  He wore 
a suit, carried no books or laptop, 
wore dark sunglasses, and casu-
ally looked around whenever I 
looked his direction.  On the way 
to my next class, I decided I’d lose 
him.  Thinking about some action 
movies I’ve seen, I ducked be-
hind the next corner I turned and 
pressed my back against the wall. 
That was rather uncomfortable 
since my backpack sticks out 6-8 
inches, but it would have to do. 
As soon as my tracker stepped 
around the corner I chopped him 
in the back of the neck.  He turned 
to me and said, “You chopped me 
in the back of the neck!”  So I re-
called some children’s movies I’ve 
seen and kicked him in the groin. 
I escaped to my next class as he 
doubled over in pain.
I may not have dozed off, but I 
spent my waking efforts watching 
the door instead of taking notes. 
I still don’t know what’s going on 
in that class and now I think my 
prof suspects I take pills for para-
noia that make me drowsy.
Without the mysterious suited 
fellow, I figured it would be safe 
to walk back to my dorm room. 
As I entered the stairwell that 
led up to my floor, I came face to 
face with the man who had been 
following me.  He was dead.  His 
hands were clasped to his stom-
ach, as if to hold back his insides. 
Fearing that my roommates 
might be in danger, I rushed back 
to my dorm room.
There I found my suitemate, 
lying dead at his desk.  He too 
had been shot.  His room had 
been rummaged through and 
his computer’s hard drive was 
wiped.  He knew something, and 
they were going to use me to get 
to him.  But what?  I searched his 
room for clues as well.
What plot was he involved 
with?  What secret society was he 
a member of?  Who entered my 
room and violated the open-door 
trust at Rose?  There were many 
questions running through my 
head.  Questions I’d pondered be-
fore.  I immediately saw the par-
allels between my life and that of 
Hollywood super spies.
So I brushed my teeth, put on 
a nicer shirt, used a conservative 
amount of Axe and waited for a 
beautiful and distressed woman 
to arrive and detail my circum-
stances shortly before falling in 
love with me.
The next person to enter my 
room was my roommate.  “Don’t 
worry!” he said.  “I found the docu-
ments, contacted the U.S. govern-
ment, discovered the mole, killed 
the 18 KJB agents, punched a Nazi 
and saved the world from nuclear 
holocaust.  I would have called you, 
but when I came in our suitemate 
was dead.  Oh, and this is Inuenne 
Doe — she was a big help!”  A beau-
tiful woman walked in behind him 
and clung to his arm.
I went to bed that night without 
having killed a man.  I didn’t get to 
experience any political intrigue. 
And even though my roommate 
has a direct line to the CIA incase 
they need his services again, my 
life hasn’t really changed enough 
to call anything dramatic.
Drama and intrigue on campus
Erratum
Last week’s submitted prof 
quote about a medical 
wife appears to have been 
mistakenly attributed.  It was 
not spoken by Prof. Mellor. 
We think it may have been 
spoken by Prof. Clifton, but we 
honestly have no idea.
